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WHERE ALEXANDER R. SHEPHERD
AVE

THE Rambler recently \crote of
Bleak House, the summer home
of Alexander R. Shepherd,
which stands on high ground

planted with old spruce trees and crisscrossedwith new streets off the west
side of Georgia avenue and northwest
of the Walter Reed Hospital. In the
course of that article the Rambler recalledat some length, though necessarilyimperfectly and inadequately,
the great public service which Shepherdrendered the capital of the United
States, and briefly touched on a numberof the more conspicuous events of
the territorial form of government
which was ordered by Congress for
the District of Columbia in February.
1871. and which was superseded by
the commission form of government
in June, 1874.
In that article the Rambler said:

"Gov. Shepherd was horn January 31.
1835. and the work which he performed
for the uplift of Washington was done
from his thirty-sixth to his thirtyninthyear. He was oorn in a comfortableframe house that stood on the
south side of G stie>.t between 9th
and 10th streets southwest, the site
being now occupied by No. 926 G
street. It was a section of the city in
which many prominent people lived,
and the homes of the neighborhood
were among the fine ones of Washington.Gov. Shepherd's father was AlexanderShepherd, who was long engaged
in the wood and lumber business on

the river front near the foot of G
street southwest, and later his wood
aad lumber yard was on the south
aide of Maryland avenue between 12th
aad 13th streets.**
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It was to make a pilgrimage to the
birthhouse. or perhaps the site of that
historic house, that the Rambler set
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II lection of historic banners owned.
^ and placed on view by the NationalMuseum. The latest ensigns to

tell of a nation's victories are the boat

flag of the Varuna. which did its valiant

part in the Mississippi river conflict of

1862. but gave its life for the cause, and

the flag of the 8th United States Army

Corps, which accompanied Gen. Uawton

through his various campaigns in the

Philippines, was with him when he died

and covered his casket when he was borne

to the grave.
The flag of the gig of the Varuna is

the first boat flag to come into the possessionof the National Museum, and this

particular ensign nae <*. j .v~

own which makes it of uncommon interestto the visitors who see it day by day.
a
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This regulation boat flag, with its thirteenstars and thirteen stripes, occupies
a case by itself in the northwest section

of the old National Museum building. It

is in an admirable stare of preservation,
and a card tells the observer that it was

the "Boat flag flown on the gig in which

Commander Charles S. Hoggs. U. S.
Navy, left the gunboat Varuna, commandedby him. when that vessel was

sunk below New Orleans. April 24, 1S62.
during an engagement between a Confederateflotilla and the Cnited States
fleet, commanded by Adm.ral David G.
Farragut." The card also tells that the

flag is the gift of Rear Admiral John C.
Watson. United States Navy.
As Admiral Watson resides in Washingtonit was a matter of interest to

learn from him the real story of the boat

flag of the Varuna. The admiral, a graduateof the Naval Academy, was. in his
twentieth year, the flag lieutenant of
Admiral Farragut who commanded the
west gulf blockading squadron in the civil
war At the time of the successful engagementofT Forts Jackson and St.
Philip, near the mouth of the Mississippi
river. he followed the occurrence rrom
the deck of the flagship Hartford.

"That wa.« the naval battle which
crippled the Confederacy," said Admiral
Watson, a few da>s ago "Not so picturesquean episode as that of Mobile
bay two years later, but more decisive,
for it cut the Confederacy in half, and
the subsequent capture of New Orleans
went ver> far toward settling: the resultsof the war. whereas the affair
of Mobile bay had no such value
"Commander Boggs of the Varuna

was a very brave officer, and his fight
was a splendid one He was for a long
time a friend of mine, and after his
death I was proud to receive from his
daughter the flag of the boat in which
he left the Varuna, the last to leave
her sinking side. It was with pleasure
that f lately presented it to the Natlona^Museum

9
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"Commander Boggs' own report gives
an account of the occurrence as it
actually happened." and Admiral Watsonquoted the following from the reportwhich that officer sent to Admiral
Farragut five days after the occurrence:

After passing the batteries with fh* steamer
Taruns under my command the morning of the
24rh. finding my vessel amid a nest of rebel
steamer*. I started ahead, delivering her Are
both starboard and port at every one that she
passed. The first on her starboard beam that
received her Are appeared to be crowded with
troops. Her boiler was exploded and she drifted
to the shore. In like manner three other vessels.one of them a gunboat, were drives on

4 shore in flames, and afterward blew up.
At a.m. the Varuna was attacked by the

Morgan Ironclad about the bow, -ommanded by
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out last Sunday morning. A comfortableframe house stands there and althoughit is maintained in an excellent
condition of upkeep, it bears certain
marks of old age. There is no doubt
that it is an old house. Whether it is
Gov. Shepherd's birthhouse the Ramblerdoes not know. It may be. It
may be that it has been somewhat remodeledor it may be that the Shepherd
house passed away and its site was

taken by this house so long ago that
no man's memory in that neighborhood
recalls the fact.

It stands on top of a bit of high and
level land steeply terraced. Several
other old frame dwellings stand on a
line with it. The terrace shows that
the grade of G street has been loweredabout twenty feet, indicating that
this was one of the improvements
brought about by the board of public
works, of which Mr. Shepherd was vice
president until September 13. 1873,
when he was appointed governor by
President Grant in succession to Gov.
Henry D. Cooke, who had resigned.
The present owner of the property is

John H. Xeitsey, who has lived there
about ten, years with his wife and familyof interesting children. It is worthy
to record that John H. Xeitsey is a son
of Capt. William Xeitsey. who was
known and esteemed for half a centuryby everybody up and down the
Potomac river and by all men in Washington.having anything to do with commerceor sport on the great river. For
many years Capt. William Xeitsey.everybodycalled him "Cap'n Bill".was engagedin the fishing business and opeeratedthe important fisheries at Ferry
landing. Stoney point. Chapman's
point and Windmill point. He died a
ic» jtiira <t)go, uui everjooay 111 » asningtonhas eaten fish taken in the immenseseines of Capt. Neitsey and
brought to Washington in his boats.
John H. Neitsey bought the property
from a man named Cooper, and before
his time it was owned by a man named
Casey, and before that by Mr. Wimsatt
of the firm of Wimsatt & Johnson.
Most of the construction along that

part of G street is new, there being

igs of Sp1
Bererlr Kennon. an ex-naval offleer. Thi* *»

rakedtin along the port ganjrwar, killing
four and woundinir nine of the «-rew. hntrinr
the Varuna on flie quarter and again on the
starboard side. I managed to get three eightinchshells into her abaft her armor, as also
several shot from the after-rifled gun. when
ahe dropped out of action, partially dlaabled.
While *rill engaged with her. another rebel
steamer, ironclad. with a prow under water,
struck in in the port gangway, doing considerabledamage. Our shot glancing from her bow.
she backed off for another blow and struck
again in the same place, crushing in the aide,'"it by going ahead fast the concussion drew
her bow around, and I was able with the port
guns to give her. while close alongside. Are
eight-inch shells abaft her armor. This settled
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FLAG OF THE Ol'XBOAT VARUWA, §

her and drove her a*hore in flam**. Finding
the Varona linking. I ran her into the bank,
let go her aa'horo and tied up to the tree*.
During all thlx time the gun* were actively
a' work crippling rite Morgan, making feeble
effort* to get up«tream. Thia fire wa* kept
« until thp tv* f » r waa over the «rnn tr«i-ki
whpn I turned my attention to cptring th«»
wounded and »-rew out of thf tmwI. Th#
Ontidit. Cap?. 1*+. airing th«» condition of th*
Varuna. had ruahrd to lier a agista nee. but I
waved her on. and the 'Morgan surrendered to
her. the Tease] in flino,

*
# *

"1 have always considered it somethingof a coincidence," continued AdmiralWatson, "that the vessel which
was the chief assailant of the Varuna
was commanded by Lieut. Beverly Kennon,whose home was Tudor place, here
in Georgetown, now occupied by his
descendants."
"Was this the engagement in which

Admiral Farragut Is pictured as standingin the rigging issuing orders, at
the time you lashed him there?" was
asked.

"So." replied Admiral Watson, "that
was during less decisive engagements
between our fleet and the Confederate
forts and vessels at Mobile bay. The
picturesqueness of that engagement

rows of modern brick dwellings, and
the street is smoothly paved with asphaltand shaded by large trees. The
frame houses high up the terrace tell
of the time when G street was a dirt
roadway and crossed a hill between 9th
and 10th streets. These deep cuts in
the omer sections or tne city, snowing:
big: changes in the grade of streets, alwayscarry with them the suggestion
of the work of Alexander R. Shepherd,
the board of public works and the
stormy period of 187U-1874. when the
capital of the United states was being
"lifted out of the mud" and set on its
way to becoming one of the wonder
cities of the world.

*
* *

From the spot where Alexander R.
Shepherd came into the world the Ramblertraveled to Rock Creek cemetery.
There he read the brief and poignant
facts carved on hundreds of tombs and
saw the names of men and women he
knew well and who seemed to stand
before him as memory dwelt upon
them. Some men do not understand it,
but there is a luxurious sense of comfortin the reverential reveries which
overcome "the mind in such a place. The
tombstone is a powerful sermon and
the strongest argument for noble living.It makes one feel that good
thoughts are the only thoughts worth
thinking. It makes vanity and selfishnessseem so small.
Finally the Rambler came upon a

vault in a beautiful situation. The
grass was green, flowers bloomed there,
and on numberless graves about.
Thrush sang in the denser shrubbery
and robins whistled and trotted across
the lawns. Over the top of the granite
vault was the name "Alexander R.
Shepherd." and on the bronze door the
dates "1335-1902." Two massive casketsrest within and the interior was
dimly lighted through a stained glass
window the color tones of which were
blue and yellow. In that window was

hrilv Ice-end wreathed in mornine
glory vines and bloom, "Let Not Your
Heart Be Troubled."
The Rambler roamed among: the
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1>K AFTER SEVERE FIGHTING BEL

has caused people to consider it of
more importance than 'the earlier Mississippiengagement.
"Although I lashed Admiral Farragut

to the mizzen rigging and have been
pictured as standing close beqjde him.
which I did, for I was his signal
officer, the earlier moment, when he
climbed the main rigging, when action
was eminently more critical, was an
incident of even greater importance.
"Admiral Farragut had no regard for

danger, and when smoke at the level
of the deck of the Hartford obscured
his view of the action he climbed into
the main rigging. Capt. Drayton of
the Hartford begged him to come down,
but he refused. Then the captain imploredhim to be lashed to the rigging,
because in his prominent position he
nugni or w uunuca hiiu i&ii iu uie uet»,
and the jar to the vessel by a projectileor explosion might also throw
him down. After some further words
of protest the admiral sfid: 'You are
right: the argument is sensible and I
will do it,' so when Quartermaster
Knowles brought a rope the admiral
himself assisted in securing it about
him.
"Later, as the action proceeded, when

the Hartford rammed the Tennessee,
the admirgl Jumped into the mizzen
rigging. 1 was with him and asked
bira not to stand in so exposed a place,

h <3he<
neighbors of Gtov. Shepherd and read km
Uo fnt1o«l«M Vim
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dre
In Memory of Mary Galloway Markoe. daughtorof Franrla Markoe and Mary Maxcy Markoe ^

Born July 8. 18W. Died February 11. 1907; ^
In Memory of Sophie Dalian Markoe. daughter an(

of Francis Markoe and Wife of Samuel Francis E.
Emmons. Obit June 19. 1890. Spem et Speravt. Bri

In memory of Samuel Franklin Emmons, tie- of
ologist. Born Boston. Massachusetts. March Tu
29th. 1849. Died March 28th, 1911, in Wash- _««,
ington. D. C. fn
Close by the Shepherd tomb sleeps t'ie

William E. Curtis. A great granite
boulder marks his grave and an inlaid
bronze plate tells this: (
William Eleroy Curtis. For forty year* aa a R.

Newspaper Correspondent he Gave to the World
True and Useful Information. Hla Fellowmen
were Enlightened and Bleat by liia Work. He chi
wrote of their flood Deeds Only. H" Died in gjj,the Fulness of his Strength and Usefulness.

^
A neighboring vault to the Shepherd Htomb bears this inscription:

sor
To the Memory of Lieut. Richard Guerard

Edwards. I'. S. N. Erected by hla Daughter, an(
Julia Louise Churchill Edwards Bain. thr
Across the gravel footway from the gaj

Shepherd tomb the Rambler read, s

"(leorge Lackey. Born June 9, 1827;
"

died April 15. 1895"; Thornton Presley
C. Pendleton, 1810-1884, and Emily Jane, °"
his wife, 1820-1892"; "Martin H. Schlosser,1869-1900; William F. Schlosser,
1863-1898": "Bessie Collins. 1857-1913"; Qu
"Charles Bradford. 1883-1892"; "Francis Mr
i-<e Haron, U5<»-18»3 ; Jtegina .wary,
wife of William Mandeville Van Dyke, sk«
1862-1895"; E. B. Curtis. 1826-1907"; the
"Warren Young, died July 12. 1878; to
age 74 years; his wife, Eunice Cush. we

ing Young, died 1883; aged 76 years"; Lil
"Benjamin F. Cale. born July 24. 1842; aft
died December 9, 1910"; "Emma Eliza- no^

beth Phillips, his wife, born February Lil
27. 1832; died October 16, 1892; an army tra
nurse." Oh

In the Rambler's preceding story, to str
which he has referred, he told such facts nm
»is he knew concerning the antecedents T
of Gov. Shepherd and his wife. Mrs. do^
Shepherd lives in Washington and has tur
made this city her home for the past da:
nine or ten years. Her maiden name was fol
Mary Grice Young and she was a daugh- T
ter of Col. William P. Young, whom all tf0i;
Washingtonians of the older generation beli
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OW NEW ORLEANS, APRIL 24, 1862.

as he was only a few feet from and
above the deck of the ram which ran

alongside the Hartford and scraped
her. He merely laughed, and in my
youthful eagerness I caught hold of
his coat-tails and tried to hold him
hack, but he shook me off. I then took
a rope end and tied him to the rigging.

* *

"It is these two scenes which have
been pictured. The admiral was persuadedto stand for a historical paintingby the American artist. Mr. Page.
Its original was sent as a present to
the Czar of Russia, but I think that
the admiral's son. Loyal Farragut. has
a copy.
"The second portrait, which was the

work of Overend. employed by the
London Arts Society, shows him in the
thick of action, standing in the mizzen
rigging. I have a copy of this painting.whose original is. I believe, in the
statehouse at Hartford. Conn."
Admiral Watson led the way to a line

engraving which shows Admiral Farragutdirecting operations from the
side of the Hartford. His young flag
lieutenant stands beside him, pistol in
hand, as if to guard his commander.

ftamb
sw and esteemed. Gov. and Mrs. Shep
-d were blessed with a number of chilin,of whom seven, four daughters anc
e© sons, are living:. The sons resembli
v. Shepherd and are men of fine statun
i physique. The daughters are Mrs
A. Quintard of this city, Mrs. W. F
:>die of this city, Mrs. S. D. Merchant
New York and Mrs. Sidney Wagner o:
l8a. Okla. Mr. Brodie is a mineralo
t. mining and civil engineer, eminen'
his professions and nearly always ir
field.

)ne son of Gov. Shepherd is Alexandei
Shepherd, late of Batopilas, Mex., ant

v residing: in California. He has thre<
ldren, the oldest being Alexander R
epherd (3d), jr. Another son of Gov
spherd is Grant Shepherd, who is mar

d and lives at Rush, Ark. The thirt
i is John Connes Shepherd, marriet
1 who also lives at Rush, Ark. Th<
ee sons of Gov. Shepherd have been en

iced in mining since their boyhood.
Mrs. Quintard has four children, thre<
whom live in Washington. The namei
these grandchildren of Gov. Shephert

$ E. A. Quintard, Alexander Quintard
ss Dorothy Quintard and Miss Alexin;
intard. Mrs. Brodie has one child
s. W. Sinkler Manning.
Phe Rambler has made in his previoui
itch mention of two stirring events ii
history of that period which has com

be called "the Shepherd regime." Thes*
re the tearing down of the Northern
jerty market, which stood on wha'
erward became Mount Vernon Square
v the site of the Washington Publi<
jrary.andthe tearing up of the railroar
cks which ran from the Baltimore anc
io station, down Indiana avenue to la
»et, aiong isi street to *uart ian<i hv«
» and thence to the Ixrng bridge,
o refresh his memory on the tearing
vn of the market house the Ramblei
ned to The Evening Star of Wednes
*, September 4. 1872, and read wha
lows:
he beard of public work* received informa
a day or two since which led them t

eve that the parties opposed to the retnova

CEMETERY.

Vdded t<
ith Army Corps Unde
-irst Boat Flag to Coi
interesting Story.Wi
nied Corps Through T

ier prominent portraits represent
ut. Commander Kimberley, Capt
yrwood, Capt. Drayton and othei
cers of the Hartford who served
h Admiral Farragut through his
ical civil war engagements.
'Yes." said Admiral Watson. "I was
th Admiral Farragut through all his
ive service, from 1862, which covers
victory represented by the boat

X of the Varuna until his death. 1
e\v him intimately during all his
er years, and he was like a father
me."

*
* *

t was a woman who gave the'sidehtsupon the second flag which has
rently been acquired by the National
iseum. Mrs. Henry Ware Lawton
isented her husband's flag, the flag
the dashing 8th Army Corps, which
n engagement after engagement in
i Philippines and then at last saw

leader fall beneath the great white
mdard bearing in red the figure
" which was never far from him,
iich covered him at the last, when he
s borne to burial, and has now been
Lced where all may learn what it
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AG OF THE 8TH UNITED STATES

I

of the Northern market to Corcoran square. 1
accordance with the act passed at the last »ei

| sion of the District legislature, woxild attains
a by legal process or otherwise to delay the necei

I saty work of clearing the old market from th
" public space it occupied. The market people.

against the removal of the building. and o

t Sunday and Monday large numbers signed a p
f titlon therefore. This wan to have been pr<

sented in court today by Messrs. Riddle an
Merrick, and the board, being apprised of tli
Intention, determined on a coup d'etat, and ye;

1 terday an order signed by the vice president
the board was sent to Mr. Thomas M. Plov
man. architect and superintendent of the ne

market buildings on Corcoran square, direct it
him to "remove all buildings and sheds belonj

r ing to the Northern market, situated in tl
| public reserration between 7th and Sth str«e

at their intersection with K street and Ma
9 sachusetts avenue, tonight, storing all priva<

property, in the reaervation west of the or
now occupied by the market and removing tl
fixtures to the sheds in course of erection t

Corcoran square. You will execute this ord«
and complete the new accommodations as rapi<1 ly as possible to avoid inconveniencing the pu

J lie and dealers more than is necessary to aflfei
the change."
Mr. Plowman at once employed laboT

ers. directing them to report on th
square west or me maraex ai n p.n

5 Tuesday. Maj. Richards, chief of polio
5 having: been informed of the propose
j move, telegraphed to the several sts

tions ordering the reserves at each t
£ report to Lieut. Eckloff of the sixt
t precinct for duty at the market, and s

the same time to protect the proper!
s to be removed and prevent any breac
i of the peace. At the time set nearl
e 200 laborers were on hand and aboi
e flfty police. The report says that M
i Plowman joined the laborers undt
i charge of John Collins and instruote

the men what they were to do. "and
? a short time all were at work, whil
1 the officers were stationed about th
I market to prevent petty thieving an
t stop persons from going into danger

*
* *

r The market house was pulled nearl
down that night and the work was r«

^ sumed at dawn. It is interesting a

this date to read what a Star reporte
> wrote of the scene. He said:
1

Some of the butchers and bacon dealer* hi
neat in their alalia which they refused
move, saying that they might an well sue f<
the whole loaf an a half loaf and that th*
intended to make the board pay for any riamas
or lose. The order* were to store the prival
property on the square west of the marke
which was done. The work of razing this ol
landmark naturally attracted a large crowd
the scene of operations, but good order wi
ohserveq. Most or the dealers wore on 11
ground when the operations wore commenced an
some country people had taken positions wit
their truck wagons for the morning's marke
About 11 o'clock p.m. the roof was removei
and. the roll having been called, the men wei
sent home, the police being left in charge <
the property.

This morning the laborers returned to woi
at daylight, tearing down the sheds. The lun
ber was piled in the square west. The dealer
or a majority of them, this morning came «
near the site of the market as they could an
occupied the pavements about the place, sow
of them claiming that had they received a fe
hours' notice they would have removed and ha^
taken their chances at a stand in the ne
sheds; but as it is they will neither tali
stands in the sheds nor remove their goods, bi
will sue for damages.
During- the work of demolishing th

building on Wednesday two persons wer
crushed to death by a falling wal
These were John Widmyer. a butchei
who lived on the 7th Street road nea
the Scheutzen Park, and a lad. Millar
Bates, son of E. H. Bates, long time
justice of the peace. Wydmyer was en
gaged in removing some fixtures fror
his stall at the moment of the collaps*
The other stirring event was th

tearing up of the railroad tracks. Thi
work was begun during the evenin
of Monday, November 18, 1872. It wa
a sensational chapter in the history c
the making of the capital and was on
of the long steps taken toward pull
ing Washington out of the mud. Th
Evening Star of Tuesday, Novemb«
19, 1872, in explaining the necessit
of this step, said:
The new grades of streets and avenues in th

city established by the board of public worl
were all in accordance with a general pli,-V,<r-h ..

order not only to beautify the city by harmoi
in design, but also to secure through sewerag

0 Nations
ir Gen. Lawton in the
me Into Possession of
fe of Famous General
wenty-Seven Battles.

means to fight and die for one's countr
and have memory honored as one o
the bravest soldiers of an age.
The card which describes the s:rea

banner, whose once white expanse i
now yellow with exposure, tells tha
this is the "Flag of the Eighth Unite
States Army Corps, flown in 1899, a
the headquarters of Maj. Gen. Henr;
W. Lawton, U. S. Volunteers, at Caba
natuan, Philippine Islands. The gif
of Mrs. Mary C. Lawton."

"I was with him through all thos
engagements," said Mrs. Lawton. "anheloved that flag. Perhaps you no

ticed the beautiful mahogany staff wit
its elaborate silver mounting. Thi
was captured by Gen. Lawton in on
of his early expeditions in the Philip
pines. That flag saw such service a

the Stars and Stripes rarely see, havinggone through twenty-seven bat
ties in not many more days. It wen

through that northern campaign whic]
broke the back of the rebellion, th
hardest campaign the general eve
saw. It all happened during the on

year, 1899, but things were doing ever;
minute of the time.

"Yes, I was with him, and saw man;
of the battles. When the Presiden
intimated that my husband would b
sent to the Philippines, I made hin

r>..... . }
>

ARMY CORPS, WHICH WAS WITH
PHILIPPINES CAMPAIGN.
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Stret improvements being for the benefit of the t
T whole community by improving the sanltarj »

conditions of thp city, besides enhancing the i
value of property, the convenience of private

id persons and corporations have necessarily had
rn «° Klvo w«y in some mw* ne » *i>jrii« .Y i«>i

,r change* of grade which were clearly for the
.v benefit of a vast majority of the citizens of
,'p Washington now and in the future,
fp Among the streets the grade of whirh it was

r" necessary to change in accoidance with this
Id general plan were First street west from Inditoana avenue to Maryland avenue, and Maryland
IH avenue from First street to the Long Bridge.
,o Along these streets and avenues Is the route of
|fj the Washington and Alexandria Railroad fomhpany. which has now by lease passed under conttrol of the Baltimore and Potomac road. Some

time ago the grade of Maryland avenue from
P«1 the bridge to Sixth street was changed, and

at the same time the track on that portion was
lowered or raised in like manner.

.jj After that a contract was awarded to Bart,left A Williams for the remainder of the street
p. and to I». K. Smith for First street, hut the

work progressed slowly owing to the fact that
d the track was not removed by the railroad com,Ppany.
"

In view of the conditions thus outwlined Mr. Shepherd, October 1, sent the
'«* following- letter to Col. O. E. Babcock,
lt superintendent of public buildings and

grounds:
e
e « ii° connmon or 1 sttppi wphi irom inniana *

svenue to Maryland avenue is such as to injure
the appearance of the fapitol grounds and dp- 1
strov the street for travel, owing to the imj*perfect grade and to the railroad track which cd is so laid as to be an obstruction to travel. It ta is the intention and wish of this board to cor-rect these evils by paving the street, as well

n as Maryland avenue, and to remove the tracks "

> for the purpose of adjusting the grade, reqiiir- i
ing the com|>an.v owning such tracks to replace g® the present rails with such as are used by jS street railroads, which form no Impediment to
travel. As the removal of street obstructions

g and the custody of the fapitol grounds are in (
'» your charge, I write to n*k that you give this <

board your sanction and authority for this t
e work and furnish such sugge*tlon* as may oc- \I- cur to you in connection therewith. We should <

ie like to begin this work by the 12th instant If i

,r jou concur. 4

y
The Rambler has seen the reply of

Col. Babcack, and which follows:
Ij,, The improvements you propose are in my opininion very desirable and meet my entire approval,
in W1"'n improvement is made it would be
,v best to. if possible, removp the railroad track

entirely, but if this cannot be done the company

al Museun
promise that I should go, too, and I am
happy that this was permitted me.

} "When the National Museum asked
me for some representative memento

HAWKS AND OW
IN THE ECONO:

THERE seems never to have been 1
a time when Americans as a peo- 1

pie were giving so much thought g

,'f to birds as now. The sentimental vir- t

tues of birds and their economic uses J
t are being written of frequently and a
® extensively by professional and ama- i

rj teur biologists and ornithologists, and %

t even a vast number of bird observers *

y of perhaps limited professional or t

t technical attainments in this depart- r

ment of science are writing and talking
e at length in behalf of the birds. c
d The discussion of the economic value c

^ of birds is one of the questions of seri- j
s ous importance to the whole country, i
e it has been pointed out by students

of this subject that a tree swallow's
s

stomach recently examined contained
forty chinchbugs and fragments of many ^

t others, nesiaes len oiner species oi in-

h sects. The stomach of a bank swallow r
e showed that it contained sixty-eight 1
r cotton boll-weevils, one of the very t
6 dangerous and destructive insect pests 0y of the United States. Thirty-five cliff

swallows had eaten an average of
y eighteen boll weevils each. Two stom- 8
t achs of pine siskins from California s
e contained nineteen black olive scales ^
rt and 300 plant lice. The stomach" of a
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pGEN. LAWTON ALL THROUGH HIS tj.
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«

1
i'!\ER OF SHEPHERD BIRTHPLACE#

ihAuld in my opinion be required to lay a »tre#t
*ar track and parr closely to it with wood *
itone.

»%
Following this correspondence Shepierdwrote to J. X. Du Barry, vice

president and general manager of the
Baltimore and Potomac road, inclosing
i copy of Babcock's letter and reouestngappropriate action. There was tome
ielay, and the contractors on the 1st
itreet section, desiring to proceed and
he railroad tracks being below grade,
hey began to dump dirt over them.
\ railroad gang came on the scene and
proceeded to shovel off the dirt aa
rast as the contractors' men could
lump it on. Fighting was imminent,
vhen Shepherd ordered suspension of
he work. Later he sent this notice to
he contractor:
"You are hereby directed to complete

vithout delay the improvement of the
itreets under your charge and remove
in.v and all obstructions, as the hailoadcompanies have been notified over
i month since that they should con!ormtheir tracks to the altered grade
is furnished."
There was more delay, but on the

kT'onino- «f VAVamhar IK at 3 oVIapU

he contractor set to work four gang*
>f laborers, each gang fifty men strong,
daj. Richards held the police reserves
n readiness for instant service. One
?ang began work on 1st street at the
ntersection of Indiana avenue. Anotherwent to work at the intersection
>f 1st street and Maryland avenue; anotherbega^n work at the point where
he bridge on Maryland avenue crossed
:he old canal, and another gang started
[he work of taking up the railroad on
Maryland avenue at 4-4 street.
There were rumors of the formation

of railroad gangs to relay the tracks
as fast as they could be torn up. but
the work was finished at 3 o'clock In
the morning, and the steam railroad
tracks were never again laid down on
1st street and across the front of ths
Capitol grounds.

1 Exhibit
of Gen. Lawton, 1 gave the most val*
uable tangible memento I possessed,
that war-worn battle flag, which tells
bo vivid a story."

L5 NECESSARY
nmp mathmiff

avii ii vu'u" ii vs^auiCi
cilldeer taken in Texas contained mora
han 300 larva. A flicker's stomach held
wenty-eight big grubs. A nighthawk's
tomach contained thirty-four May beeles.the adult form of the white grub. A
few York nighthawk had eaten twentyburclover-leaf weevils and 367 ants,
ind another nighthawk, 340 grasshop>ers.fifty-two bugs, three beetles, two
vasps and a spider. A big-tailed
rrackle taken in Texas had eaten in
inc meal about 100 cotton boll weevils,
>esides other insects. A ring-neck
heasant, a bird which the state of
few York is taking great interest in
iropagating. showed upon examination
>f the crop that it contained 8.000 seeds
»f chickweed and a dandelion head,
lore than 72.000 seeds have been found
n a single duck's stomach taken in
Louisiana.

*
* *

The investigation by the United
Itates biological survey and the biologcaland agricultural bureaus of the vaiousstates leave no room for doubt
hat birds play an important relation
o agricultural interests, though there
ften seems a tendency to dwell on the
tarm that they do rather than the
;ood. Competent investigation has
hown that even the much despised
Jnglish sparrow has its part to perormin protecting the agricultural inerestsof th«* United States, and the
urcau of the biological survey has
iven a great deal of attention to this
luch abused bird. It has collected them
rom all parts of the United States and
lade an examination of 4.000 stomachs,he results showing that during the
older half of the year the food of these
irds consists almost entirely of seeds
f weeds.
It has been estimated by entomolgiststhat the annual loss caused in
he United States by insects is $700.00,000and that were it not for birds
he loss would be much greater. Careulstudents have said that without the
id of our feathered friends successful
griculture would be impossible. The
mount of weed seed disposed of by
irds, in their depleted numbers, is
npressive. and everybody knows that
he problem of weed destruction is very
nportant to agricultural interests.

w
* *

There is a strange human prejudice
gainst all owls and hawkB, whereas
lere are scores of species of hawks
nd owls in the United States, and
nly three or four of them do mors
arm than good. Most of our birds of
rey are of beneficial habits of life. A
umber of states have passed laws proidingfor the payment of bounties on
awks and owls. One of those states
as Pennsylvania. Thousands of ths
irds were killed and then the farmrsset up the cry that weasels, rats,
lice and other injurious rodents were
icreasing with remarkable rapidity
nd that they were doing great damgein the fields and in the poultry
irds. Pennsylvania repealed the law,
at it required a long time to re-esLblishthe balance between hawks and
wIs and the rodents on which they
id principally fed. The experience of
ennsylvania in this regard has been
le experience of a number of other
ates. *'_
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